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its citizens who have some impairment or impediment such as mental incompetence 
or, in the case of juveniles, immaturity. The primary objective of processing juveniles 
was to determine what was in the best interest of the child. This resulted in the pro-
ceedings resembling more of a civil case than a criminal case. The implication of this 
approach was that the juvenile’s basic constitutional rights were not recognized; these 
rights included the right to the confrontation and cross-examination of the witnesses, 
the right to protection against self-incrimination, and compliance regarding the rules 
of evidence. Another distinctive feature separating the juvenile justice system and the 
adult criminal justice system is the use of different terms for similar procedures in each 
system (see Table 1.1).

During the 1960s, there was a dramatic increase in juvenile crime. The existing juvenile jus-
tice system came under severe criticism, including questions concerning the informal proce-
dures of the juvenile courts. Eventually, numerous U.S. Supreme Court decisions challenged 
these procedures, and some maintained that these decisions would radically change the 
nature of processing juveniles. For instance, in the case In re Gault (1967), the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled that a juvenile is entitled to certain due-process protections constitutionally 

JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM TERM
CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
SYSTEM TERM

Adjudicated delinquent – Found to have engaged in delinquent conduct Conviction

Adjudication hearing – A hearing to determine whether there is evidence 
beyond a reasonable doubt to support the allegations against the juvenile

Trial

Aftercare – Supervision of a juvenile after release from an institution Parole

Commitment – Decision by a juvenile court judge to send the adjudicated 
juvenile to an institution

Sentence to prison

Delinquent act – A behavior committed by a juvenile that would have been a 
crime if committed by an adult

Crime

Delinquent – A juvenile who has been adjudicated of a delinquent act in 
juvenile court

Criminal

Detention – Short-term secure confinement of a juvenile for the protection of 
the juvenile or for the protection of society

Confinement in jail

Detention center – A facility designed for short-term secure confinement of a 
juvenile prior to court disposition or execution of a court order

Jail

Disposition – The sanction imposed on a juvenile who has been adjudicated in 
juvenile court

Sentence

Disposition hearing – A hearing held after a juvenile has been adjudicated Sentencing hearing

Institution – A facility designed for long-term secure confinement of a juvenile 
after adjudication (also referred to as a training school)

Prison

Petition – A document that states the allegations against a juvenile and 
requests a juvenile court to adjudicate the juvenile

Indictment 

Taken into custody – The action on the part of a police officer to obtain 
custody of a juvenile accused of committing a delinquent act

Arrest

Comparing Juvenile and Criminal Justice System Terms
TABLE 1.1
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